PALM SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE, APRIL 13, 2025
+ PROCESSION OF PALMS +
(If the procession begins outside the nave, the congregation gathers around the processional cross. If the

congregation is already seated in the nave, it now stands and faces the processional cross at the entrance to
the nave.)

GREETING

P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you
all.

C Amen.

P Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
C Hosanna to the Son of David.

COLLECT

P Let us pray.
Most merciful God, as the people of Jerusalem, with palms in their hands, gathered to greet Your dearly
beloved Son when He came into His Holy City, grant that we may ever hail Him as our King and, when He
comes again, may go forth to meet Him with trusting and steadfast hearts and follow Him in the way that
leads to eternal life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C Amen.

HOLY GOSPEL John 12:12-19
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twelfth chapter.

C Gloryto You, O Lord.

P 2The next day the large crowd that had come to the feast heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem.
13S0 they took branches of palm trees and went out to meet him, crying out, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who
comes in the name of the Lord, even the King of Israel!” "*And Jesus found a young donkey and sat on it,
just as it is written,

5“Fear not, daughter of Zion;
behold, your king is coming,
sitting on a donkey’s colt!”

'8His disciples did not understand these things at first, but when Jesus was glorified, then they remembered
that these things had been written about him and had been done to him. ""The crowd that had been with
him when he called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the dead continued to bear witness. '®The
reason why the crowd went to meet him was that they heard he had done this sign. °So the Pharisees said
to one another, “You see that you are gaining nothing. Look, the world has gone after him.”

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

P  Let us go forth in peace,
C in the name of the Lord.
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1 You are the King of Is - rael And Da-vid’s roy - al  Son,
2 The com-pa - ny  of an - gels Is prais-ing You on high,
3 The mul-ti - tude of  pil-grims With palms be - fore You went;
4 To You be - fore Your pas-sion They sang their hymns of praise;
5 As You re-ceived their prais-es, Ac - cept the prayers we bring,
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Now in the Lord’s name com - ing, Our King and Bless-ed One.
And we with all cre - a - tion In cho-rus make re - ply.
Our praise and prayer and an - thems Be - fore You we pre - sent.
To You, now high ex - alt - ed, Our mel - o - dy we raise.

O Source of ev - ’ry bless - ing, Our good and gra-cious King.
Text: Theodulf of Orléans, c. 762-821; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt. Tune: Melchior Teschner, 1584-1635, alt.
Text and tune: Public domain

(When all have arrived at their places, the procession concludes with the following:)

P Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.
C Hosanna in the highest.

(A time of silence may be observed to highlight the contrast between Jesus’ triumphal entry and His passion.)

COLLECT OF THE DAY
P Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, You sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to take upon Himself our flesh
and to suffer death upon the cross. Mercifully grant that we may follow the example of His great humility
and patience and be made partakers of His resurrection; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C Amen.
(Sit)
OLD TESTAMENT READING

®Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!

Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem!
behold, your king is coming to you;

righteous and having salvation is he,
humble and mounted on a donkey,

on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
19 will cut off the chariot from Ephraim

and the war horse from Jerusalem;
and the battle bow shall be cut off,

and he shall speak peace to the nations;
his rule shall be from sea to sea,

and from the River to the ends of the earth.
"As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you,

2

Zechariah 9:9—12



| will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.
2Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope;
today | declare that | will restore to you double.

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE Philippians 2:5—11

SHave this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, éwho, though he was in the form of God,
did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, “but made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant,
being born in the likeness of men. 8And being found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient
to the point of death, even death on a cross. °Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the
name that is above every name, '%so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth
and under the earth, ''and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
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1 Ho - san-na, loud ho - sEn'/— na, The it - tle chil-dren sang;
2 From Ol -i - vet they fol - lowed Mid an ex - ul - tant crowd,
3 “Ho-san-na in the high - est!” That an-cient song we sing;
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Through pil - lared court and tem - ple The love - ly an - them rang.
The vic - tor palm branch wav - ing And chant-ing clear and loud.

For  Christ is our Re - deem-er, The Lord of heav’n our King.
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To Je - sus, who had blessed them, Close fold - ed to His breast,
The Lord of earth and heav - en Rode on in low-ly state
Oh, may we ev - er praise Him With heart and life and voice
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The chil - dren sang their prais-es, The  sim-plest and the best.
Nor scorned that lit - tle chil - dren Should on His bid-ding wait.
And in  His bliss-ful pres-ence E - ter - nal - ly re-joice!
Text: Jeannette Threlfall, 1821-80, alt. Tune: Gesangbuch der Herzogl. Hotkapelle, 1784, WiirttembergText and tune: Public domain

(Stand)

READING Matthew 27:11-54
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-seventh chapter.

C Gloryto You, O Lord.

""Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” Jesus
said, “You have said so.” ?But when he was accused by the chief priests and elders, he gave no answer.
3Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how many things they testify against you?” “But he gave him no
answer, not even to a single charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed.

SNow at the feast the governor was accustomed to release for the crowd any one prisoner whom they
wanted. '®And they had then a notorious prisoner called Barabbas. '"So when they had gathered, Pilate said to
them, “Whom do you want me to release for you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?” '®For he knew that it
was out of envy that they had delivered him up. '°Besides, while he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife



sent word to him, “Have nothing to do with that righteous man, for | have suffered much because of him today in
a dream.” 2°Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and destroy Jesus.
2'The governor again said to them, “Which of the two do you want me to release for you?” And they said,
“Barabbas.” ??Pilate said to them, “Then what shall | do with Jesus who is called Christ?” They all said, “Let him
be crucified!” 22And he said, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they shouted all the more, “Let him be crucified!”

2430 when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took water and
washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man’s blood; see to it yourselves.” 25And alll
the people answered, “His blood be on us and on our children!” 26Then he released for them Barabbas, and
having scourged Jesus, delivered him to be crucified.

2’Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’'s headquarters, and they gathered the whole
battalion before him. 28And they stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, 2®and twisting together a crown of
thorns, they put it on his head and put a reed in his right hand. And kneeling before him, they mocked him,
saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 3°And they spit on him and took the reed and struck him on the head. 3'And
when they had mocked him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on him and led him away to
crucify him.

32As they went out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name. They compelled this man to carry his cross.
33And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), 34they offered him wine to
drink, mixed with gall, but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. **And when they had crucified him, they
divided his garments among them by casting lots. 3Then they sat down and kept watch over him there. 3’And
over his head they put the charge against him, which read, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” 3Then two
robbers were crucified with him, one on the right and one on the left. 3*And those who passed by derided him,
wagging their heads “°and saying, “You who would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, save
yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross.” 'So also the chief priests, with the scribes and
elders, mocked him, saying, “**He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come
down now from the cross, and we will believe in him. He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he desires
him. For he said, ‘1 am the Son of God.” “*And the robbers who were crucified with him also reviled him in the
same way.

“5Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth hour. “And about the ninth hour
Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you
forsaken me?” “’And some of the bystanders, hearing it, said, “This man is calling Elijah.” *¢And one of them at
once ran and took a sponge, filled it with sour wine, and put it on a reed and gave it to him to drink. “°But the
others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him.” °And Jesus cried out again with a loud
voice and yielded up his spirit.

***[Brief Moment of Silence]***

51And behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. And the earth shook, and the
rocks were split. °>The tombs also were opened. And many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were
raised, 5®and coming out of the tombs after his resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared to many.
54When the centurion and those who were with him, keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what
took place, they were filled with awe and said, “Truly this was the Son of God!”

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

TOLLING OF THE BELLS

APOSTLES’ CREED
C Ibelieve in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
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From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.

(Sit)
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yet re - plies, “All this I glad - ly suf - fer.”
they will share The fruit of Your sal - va - tion.”
to the grave Who built the earth’s foun - da - tion.

4 From morn till eve my theme shall be
Thy mercy's wondrous measure;

sts. 1-3



To sacrifice myself for Thee

Shall be my aim and pleasure.

My stream of life shall ever be

A current flowing ceaselessly,

Thy constant praise outpouring.

I'll treasure in my memory,

O Lord, all Thou hast done for me,
Thy gracious love adoring.

5 Of death | am no more afraid,
New life from Thee is flowing;
Thy cross affords me cooling shade
When noonday's sun is glowing.
When by my grief | am opprest,
On Thee my weary soul shall rest
Serenely as on pillows.
Thou art my Anchor when by woe
My bark is driven to and fro
On trouble's surging billows.

6 Lord, when Your glory | shall see
And taste Your kingdom’s pleasure,
Your blood my royal robe shall be,
My joy beyond all measure!
When | appear before Your throne,
Your righteousness shall be my crown;
With these | need not hide me.
And there, in garments richly wrought,
As Your own bride shall we be brought

To stand in joy beside You.
Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607—76; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001895

SERMON
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

P Lord Jesus, on this day when we remember Your entry into Jerusalem as King and Savior, we walk with
You to Your cross, where Your righteousness is given to all who believe. Search our hearts and minds that
we may receive Your Word, share in Your Spirit, and be renewed in our relationships with You and with one
another.

We take a moment of silence for personal prayers of confession.

P With humble hearts, let us pray together.

C Lord Jesus, the Father’s only Son, the King of kings and Lord of lords, hear us as we pray.

P You reign over all things and yet humbled Yourself for our salvation.

C We confess that our rebellion against You in thought, word, and action is the reason why You
entered into this world.

P Itis why You passed through the gates of Jerusalem on Palm Sunday and why You laid down Your life
upon Calvary’s cross on Good Friday—

C to forgive our sins, to redeem our lives, and to cancel the debt we owe to God.

P With hearts that are humble and lives that are grateful, help us to receive Your grace and bow before You in
worship,
C confessing that You alone are Lord, to the glory of God the Father. Amen.



P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, shows His mercy to us in the sending of His only Son, the King of kings
and Lord of lords. The One who entered into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday was handed over to death upon
the cross so that we may be reconciled to the Father and granted His remission, full and free. As a called
and ordained servant of Christ, | therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T
Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

a

Because of our King’s mercy, the gates of righteousness are opened to us.
C “Thisis the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.”
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mob re - plies, “Be - hold, be - hold your King!”

host pro - claim  “Be - hold, be - hold your King!”
Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926—-2024Tune: English; adapt. and harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872—-1958, alt.Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn
License no. 110001895Tune: Public domain

(Stand)

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

P In peace, let us pray to the Lord:



C Lord, have mercy.

P That we may treasure Christ’s sacrifice and the gift of His redemption; and after His example, that we also
would live faithfully and selflessly, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.

P  For pastors, that they would be faithful in the preaching of the Word and the administration of the
Sacraments; and for the Church, that we would receive these gifts in thankfulness that Christ was rejected
by sinners so that we may be welcomed into His kingdom, let us pray to the Lord:

C Lord, have mercy.

P For faith directed toward the self-offering of Christ, that built on His humble image, the Church would resist
the allure of worldly power and her members pursue their own sacrificial callings, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.

P That God would cut off arrogant worldly powers and bring all rulers under the merciful reign of Christ,
making them effective servants of what is right, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.

P For those in trial and peril, and for the broken-hearted and humbled, that God would come quickly to their
aid; and that our Lord would rescue [ and] all who delight in Him, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.

P For all who commune, that the Lord, who humbly rode into Jerusalem for our salvation, would give us
hearts that confess our sin and rejoice in His presence in the Holy Communion for our salvation, let us pray
to the Lord:

C Lord, have mercy.

P  Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord! We praise You, Father, that You have sent Your Son not
in wrath but in mercy. As we enter this most holy week and ponder together the mysteries of Your great
salvation, show us the answer to Your people’s prayers of “hosanna” in the Passion of our Lord, Jesus
Christ.

C Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as itis in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
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(P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you
and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and "I+ give you peace.
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sue Thy road, With palms and  scat - tered gar - ments strowed.
now be - gin O’er «cap - tive death and con-quered sin.
won - d’ring eyes To see the ap - proach - ing sac ri fice.
sap - phire throne A - waits His  own a - noint - ed Son.
mor - tal pain, Then take, O God, Thy pow’r and reign.

Text: Henry H. Milman, 1791-1868, alt.Tune: Musicalisch Hand-Buch der Geistlichen Melodien, 1690, Hamburg, alt.

Text and tune: Public domain
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